
ONEKAWA-TAMATEA  
WARD
This profile presents information about Onekawa-Tamatea Ward, including special  
characteristics, facts and figures, and community funding allocations. It also lists key  
projects currently underway, recently completed, or planned for the future. 

About the Onekawa-Tamatea  Ward 
Onekawa-Tamatea Ward is made up of distinctive 
residential and industrial areas, and some suburban 
commercial areas. Characteristic of the ward is the 
industrial area of Onekawa, the suburb of Tamatea, 
and parts of Pirimai and the Marewa art deco 
quarter north of Kennedy Road. The entire ward is 
built on land raised by the 1931 earthquake. 

The ward is home to the Aquatic Centre and 
Onekawa Park, which includes a number of sports 
venues along with the Plunket community hub. The 
ward is also home to Marewa Park and Tamatea 
Park, with their associated rugby, football, tennis, 
and bowling clubs. While not within the ward, Park 
Island is nearby.

The ward has shopping centres in Onekawa (Maadi 
Road), Pirimai (Trinity Crescent), League Park, and 
Tamatea. It is home to one high school (Tamatea), 
an intermediate, a composite primary/intermediate, 
and several primary schools. Three Council senior 
housing villages are located within the ward. 

There are no known formal community networks 
within the ward apart from Pirimai Residents 
Association, which has its home base in 
neighbouring Nelson Park Ward. 

Onekawa-Tamatea Ward has a small population 
(the second smallest of Napier’s wards with 10,380 
residents) and the smallest land area of 600 
hectares. 

The ward comprises 16.7% of Napier’s population. Its 
population increased by 8% between 2013 and 2018 
(similar to Napier overall, 9%).

Although the ward has distinct characteristics, its 
socio-demographic profile largely mirrors that of 
Napier as a whole. The age, ethnicity, and home 
ownership profiles in particular, are almost identical. 
In terms of home ownership, 64% of homes are 
owned (66% in Napier) and 36% are rented (34% in 
Napier). 

A point of difference is the slightly higher 
percentage of one parent families in the ward (24% 
vs 21% in Napier, 2013 data). 

Coffee with a Cop, Onekawa Industrial Area

Marewa Loop cycleway

Key Ward Stats 
• Median age 39 years (Napier is 42)

• 81% identify as European ethnicity, 24% Māori 
(81% and 22% in Napier) 

• Similar unemployment (3.7% vs 3.5% in 
Napier) and more employed (65% vs 62% in 
Napier)

• Most in the middle two personal income 
quartiles (between $12,825 and $52,637, 60%) 

• 4,050 occupied private dwellings (2.1% 
increase since 2013 – half of Napier’s growth)

• Household access to cellphones (91%) & 
internet (83%) similar to Napier (91% & 84%)



Did You Know? 
• 77% of Napier workers live and work in Napier; 

23% live outside of Napier (mostly in Hastings) 
but work in Napier

• 64% of Napier residents work in Napier and 25% 
work outside of Napier (almost all in Hastings) 

• The average house value in Napier was $848,049 
in June 2022, with a 4.2% increase over the last 12 
months (Source: QVNZ)

• Largest percentage in the highest personal 
income quartile ($52,683+, 28%)

Community Funding 
Onekawa-Tamatea Ward: $5,000 in 2020/21 and 
2021/22 in Community Development Grants. 

City Wide: $510,875 in 2020/21 and $614,096 in 
2021/22 for service agreements. $382,130 over 
2020/21 and 2021/22 for Community Development 
Grants, Community Services Grants, Council 
Projects Fund and Internal Projects Fund (additional 
to ward projects).

Ward Projects 
Recent/Ongoing
• Tom Parker Ave/Riverbend Road traffic calming 

• Marewa Park playground and walkway 

• Controlled Water Area & Water Reporter 
Tamatea/Parklands

• Thames Street industrial water supply 

• Aquatic Centre upgrades 

Underway
• Essex Street playground 

Coming Up
• Douglas McLean Ave traffic management plan

CBD Projects
Recent/Ongoing
• City Events (New Years Eve, White Night, 

Christmas Parade) 

• Āwhina Tāngata/Napier City Assist 

• Emerson/Dalton Street pedestrian crossing 

• Pay by Plate parking meters 

• Public artworks and murals 

Underway/Coming Up
• Napier War Memorial 

• Dickens/Market Streets laneway

• Napier Library development 

City Wide Projects
Recent/Ongoing
• Coastal Hazards Strategy

• Disability Strategy

• Youth Strategy

• Alcohol Strategy (with Hastings)

• Safer Napier

• Youth Council

• Positive Ageing Strategy 

Underway/Coming Up
• District Plan and Spatial Picture 

• Smokefree/Vapefree Policy

• Napier Library development 

• City Wide Reserve Management Plan 

Events
• Matariki 

• DiverCity; Asians in the Bay

• International Day of Older People; International 
Day of People with Disabilities 

• Safe as Houses  

• Coffee with a Cop

• Youth Awards 

• Shake Out/Tsunami Hīkoi 

All data presented is from the 2018 Census unless 
otherwise noted. 

Revised August 2022.



Community Connectedness
• 58% of residents felt a sense of pride with their 

neighbourhood (68%, Napier overall)

• 60% felt that people in their community take care 
of or provide help for one another (68%, Napier 
overall)

• 37% felt their community could cope after a major 
event or disaster (45%, Napier overall)

• 68% of residents felt accepted by the community 
in Onekawa-Tamatea (77%, Napier overall)

Suggested Improvements for Ahuriri
• Security, safety, crime control, gangs, beggars, 

homeless – 21% 

• Reduce speeding, poor drivers, more speed 
bumps – 16%

Safety
• 53% of residents in the area said they felt safe in 

Napier (56% of Napier residents overall) 

Climate Change
• 50% of residents in Onekawa-Tamatea were 

concerned about the impacts of climate change 
in Napier (57% of Napier residents overall) 

Social Monitor Survey Onekawa-Tamatea Ward (2021) 

Voter turnout for Napier City and wards, 2007 – 2019

Source: napier.govt.nz/our-council/elections 

Onekawa-Tamatea Ward voter turnout rate is slightly low than for Napier City as a whole. 
In 2019, 48% of Onekawa-Tamatea voters voted, compared to 50% of Napier’s voters  
overall. 
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