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WORD FROM THE MAYOR 
BILL DALTON

Here at Napier City Council, we’re committed to a 

healthier future for Napier residents, and for wider 

Hawke’s Bay. 

You’ve probably heard news of a business case that 

will soon be examined by Napier City Councillors, 

and a decision made on whether to fund a Multi-Use 

Sports Facility here in Napier. 

You may also have some questions about  

the proposal.

This publication is designed to provide you with 

many of the answers to those questions, and as 

much information as we have to date on the Multi-

Use Sports Facility proposal. It’s also an opportunity 

to learn more about our Aquatic Strategy and plans 

for bigger and better pools, our Marine Parade Skate 

Park development, the Pandora Pond inflatables and 

our exciting Destination Playground. There is so much 

going on here in this wonderful city – and we’d love 

your views.

It’s my belief that if the Multi-Use Sports Facility 

moves forward, Napier would be spearheading a 

movement for change - change many of you and  

your families would benefit from.

Our research so far shows we need to meet the 

growing demand for indoor community sports facilities, 

particularly with the current reliance on outdated,  

non-Council owned amenities such as school halls.  

A new purpose-built facility will service that demand,  

as well as vastly improve opportunities for a number  

of sporting codes to host large-scale regional and 

national tournaments and events, right here in Hawke’s 

Bay. We want to give our young people the very best 

chance of success in their chosen sports. Who knows 

where they could take it?

Cycling is already a core part of the Hawke’s Bay 

experience. Positioning cycling as an integrated 

element of a new Multi-Use Sports Facility provides 

opportunities to grow the visitor economy, at a time 

when Hawke’s Bay tourism and central government 

agencies are increasing their efforts to attract domestic 

and international visitors. Combined with basketball, 

futsal and volleyball tournaments, as well as events, 

concerts and trade shows, the economic benefit is 

estimated at over $3.6 million annually. 

Vitally, a new facility would go some way towards 

improving our region’s health and wellbeing statistics – 

we don’t fare well, against other regions, when it comes 

to health outcomes. We can change that, and achieve 

better social and community cohesion, as well as iwi 

engagement, through programmes for young and old.

As you will read here, we are also some way down the 

track with our Aquatic Strategy and are hopeful that 

you – the people of our region – will engage with us 

and give us your thoughts. Our Splash ‘n’ Play inflatable 

playground has been overwhelmingly popular, our 

Skate Park opens soon, and we’ll begin building the 

Destination Playground shortly. 

Next up is the Multi-Use Sports Facility decision – an 

important one to get right. I’d like to hear your thoughts, 

so please email me at futureinmotion@napier.govt.nz 

01



EVERY 
THING

An artist’s impression of the interior of the 
proposed Multi-Use Sports Facility.



MULTI-USE SPORTS FACILITY

WHAT? 
The proposal is for a new development that would 

feature central court space, a raised velodrome 

track running around the periphery of the 

courts, raised spectator seating, and supporting 

administrative and storage facilities underneath 

the track space. The design is intended to address 

the needs of the wider Hawke’s Bay’s sporting 

community, and is flexible and ‘future-proofed’ 

enough to accommodate additional activities. 

After all, who knows what sporting and recreational 

activities will evolve in the future? 

WHY? 
Hawke’s Bay needs more court space, and that  

space was needed yesterday. Our region’s sport is 

suffering. With sporting participation on the rise, 

many codes find that demand outstrips supply  

when it comes to suitable facilities, especially at 

peak times. Also, the facilities we do have lack the 

size and flexibility to cope with regional and national 

tournaments and a number of sporting codes 

including netball, basketball, futsal, volleyball and 

cycling have expressed an interest in making use  

of additional space and capabilities. 

WHERE? 
The proposal would see the facility built adjacent to 

the Pettigrew.Green Arena – close to transport links 

and on the side of the city that would best service 

Hastings and wider Hawke’s Bay.

HOW WOULD IT BE FUNDED?
The new facility is estimated to cost a total of $20.1 

million, with Napier City Council contributing $5.1 million 

from the Parklands Residential Development fund 

and the balance coming from corporate sponsorship, 

philanthropic trusts and government funding. 

WHO WOULD USE IT? 

Anyone. Everyone. Community programmes  

would be delivered to young and old, to improve 

their health and wellbeing. Sporting codes such as 

netball, basketball, volleyball and futsal have already 

demonstrated their commitment to the facility, should 

it be built, and would welcome the opportunity 

to train and play in it. Wheelchair sports would 

be accommodated, and iwi say they welcome the 

proposal, as it will help with activation across Maori 

communities. In addition, 27 schools have already 

signed on to use the facility, should it move ahead.

Further info: www.napier.govt.nz  

keyword #prjmultiusesportsfacility
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NAPIER AQUATIC CENTRE

WHAT?
Aquatic facilities are a unique and necessary 

community asset. We’re currently working on an 

aquatic master plan and consulting with residents 

and ratepayers, to help us present a Detailed 

Business Case to Council outlining the options  

for the Napier Aquatic Centre’s future. 

WHY?
There are huge social, safety and fitness benefits 

from the provision of aquatic space. 

The Onekawa complex is a much loved Napier 

attraction which has already undergone a few 

changes over the years. But there are issues with  

it as it ages and right now, the bulk of the complex 

– the Ivan Wilson pool, learners’ pool, spas, slides  

and changing rooms – is temporarily closed to  

allow earthquake strengthening to be carried out. 

Once the pools reopen, much of the pressure  

on pool space will be alleviated – however there 

is a wider and greater requirement for up-to-the-

minute facilities that needs to be addressed.  

With more and more school pools closing across 

the country, Napier City Council feels there is a 

pressing need to finalise the Master Plan and  

begin its implementation. 

WHERE? 

At the current site on Onekawa Park.

WHO WOULD USE IT? 

Swim clubs, learn to swim programmes, casual users, 

schools, holiday programmes, kids, mums, dads, 

grandparents – everybody!

HOW WOULD IT BE FUNDED? 
There is no central government funding available for 

swimming pools in New Zealand. This update would 

be funded out of rates, and a financially sustainable 

model developed to meet its costs into the future.

Further info: www.napier.govt.nz  

keyword #aquaticcentre
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MARINE PARADE  
REDEVELOPMENT

WHAT? 

Our brand new plaza-style Napier skate park is just 

about ready to be revealed to our residents. And we 

have plenty more to unveil as it is completed.

WHY? 
This is just one of the projects we have underway  

on Marine Parade, continuing our revitalisation  

of this important and much loved icon of Napier  

and improving the health benefits of spending time 

here. The skate park itself has been developed 

in consultation with roller sports clubs and skate 

park designers from around the world, to meet 

the needs of all wheel sports. These include 

skateboarding, scootering, in-line skating, and 

creative skating. The space will also be able to 

accommodate events, using the old Marineland 

grandstand as spectator seating.

Stage two of the overall development includes 

water features, sculptures, furniture and landscaped 

areas inspired by Maori mythology and the local 

environment. It has been designed to strengthen  

the link between our foreshore and the CBD,  

to Hastings Street and beyond.

WHERE? 

From the Sunken Gardens to the old Marineland site.

We’re also shortly going to start trialling a temporary 

change in the way traffic flows along Marine Parade, 

within the three blocks north of Vautier Street, to 

help strengthen the link between the Parade and the 

CBD. We’ll be continuing to work on parking issues 

in the CBD over the coming months.

WHO WILL USE IT? 
As well as maintaining its attractiveness as a major 

tourism destination, the new-look Marine Parade is 

considered an improved public space for all Napier 

residents. It will attract more community events to 

the area, skaters of all types, families and visitors.

HOW IS IT BEING FUNDED?
The Marine Parade Redevelopment is being part-

funded by reserves and partially by an internal loan, 

with interest payments on the loan totalling less than 

$2 per residential ratepayer per annum.

Further info: www.napier.govt.nz  

keyword #prjbigpicture
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DESTINATION PLAYGROUND

WHAT? 

The term ‘destination playground’ may not be as 

well-known yet in Hawke’s Bay as it is in other parts 

of NZ and overseas, but we think it soon will be. 

Simply put, it refers to a facility that caters for all 

ages and abilities - something that offers more than 

a few pieces of equipment for kids only. Construction 

will be complete part way through 2017.  

WHY? 
Council described this concept playground as a  

key consultation project during the 2015-25 Long 

Term Plan process and the majority of residents  

and ratepayers who made submissions agreed it  

was a good idea. The playground promotes a wide 

range of physical challenges, structured and  

non-structured play. 

WHERE? 
The playground is being built at Anderson Park,  

a fantastic centrally located 36ha space, with mature 

trees, ponds and a well-used pathway system, ideal 

for this development.

WHO WILL USE IT? 

The playground will appeal to a wide sector of the 

community and will include specialised equipment 

and landscape features for all abilities, a water 

playground, splash pads, slide, towers, flying foxes 

and an eagle’s nest. Council is also looking at 

building adult fitness stations at discrete locations 

around the park.

HOW IS IT BEING FUNDED? 
The playground will be built in stages. The entire 

project, funded from reserves, is expected to  

cost $3.5m.

Further info: www.napier.govt.nz  

keyword #prjdestinationplayground
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HAWKE’S BAY HEALTH  
STATISTICS – WHAT DO  
THEY MEAN?

So why all this investment into improving facilities 

for health and recreation in Hawke’s Bay?

Disturbingly, Hawke’s Bay’s statistics for health  

and wellbeing are poor. Our residents fare badly – 

when compared to the New Zealand average –  

in multiple areas. Most frightening of all, the overall 

life expectancy of the Hawke’s Bay population is 

lower than the rest of the country. Here’s why:

 One in three Hawke’s Bay adults is obese 

 12% of our children (aged 2-14 years) are obese

  More of our people die at a younger age  

than is average 

 We have more regular smokers 

 Fewer of our people are physically active 

 More people drink hazardously 

There is a strong link between participation in 

active recreation and sport, and improved health. 

In addition, there is a strong linkage to community 

cohesion and social wellbeing from participation 

in sport. Increasing the participation in active 

recreation and sport is an effective and affordable 

way to improve the long-term health and social 

integration of the region. 

Only 43% of our population exercises regularly –  

the national average is 53%. Council aims to  

address the need for opportunities to exercise,  

and programmes to encourage participation,  

as urgently as possible

PANDORA POND  
SPLASH ‘N’ PLAY

WHAT? 
Ahuriri has long been a hotspot for everything from 

fishing to walking, swimming to yachting. As signaled in 

our Long Term Plan, we have lots planned for Pandora 

Pond, both in the water space and around the pond itself. 

Our latest contribution is the Splash ‘n’ Play inflatable 

playground, which is free and available all summer.

WHY? 
At a transitional time for aquatic facilities, it’s important 

that Council continues to provide opportunities for 

monitored water play. Splash ‘n’ Play – a joint venture 

with Napier Port – is an excellent way of getting 

people enjoying our fine weather and facilities.  

We also recognise the estuary is a taonga of Hawke’s 

Bay. Besides recreational opportunities, we’ve been 

looking at environmental management (including an 

independent assessment of the environmental effects 

of further manmade intervention in the estuary) in 

consultation with key stakeholders. Urgent priorities 

include upgrading the old Embankment Road Bridge 

(constructed 1917), and the toilet facilities.

WHERE? 

Splash ‘n’ Play is located at Pandora Pond, Ahuriri.

WHO WILL USE IT? 
The inflatable toys are for those aged eight and over, 

and children should always be accompanied in the water  

by their parent or guardian. Other than that, all ages are 

welcome! We recommend it for confident swimmers only  

– however lifeguards are on duty during daytime hours. 

HOW IS IT FUNDED? 
Napier Port lent a hand and the rest – around 

$40,000 – was funded by Council.

Further info: www.napier.govt.nz  

keyword #pandorasplashplay

0706



NAPIER CITY COUNCIL  

231 HASTINGS ST, NAPIER SOUTH

NAPIER 4110, HAWKE’S BAY 

CALL (06) 835 7579 

FUTUREINMOTION@NAPIER.GOVT.NZ

WWW.NAPIER.GOVT.NZ


