
built 
heritage
KEY OUTCOMES

• Leveraging our heritage

draft district plan  
Topic summary:



INTRODUCTION
Napier is rich with heritage, from renowned Art Deco 
architecture, beautiful period homes reflecting different 
historical eras and remnants of early settlement, to sites 
of significance to Māori. 

Even relatively modern structures can be considered heritage if the 
community wishes to see them preserved for the future. Our heritage 
contributes to our identity and sense of place, and is a tangible link to 
our past. 

There is already great work being done by landowners and 
interest groups to preserve our heritage and share it with others. 
Although the current District Plan identifies and protects some 
heritage, its emphasis on Art Deco has meant other heritage is not 
as well represented. The Draft District Plan has identified a more 
representative range of heritage and refined Council’s approach to 
ensure our heritage is preserved for future generations.

Overview of the current  
provisions
The Resource Management Act identifies the protection of historic 
heritage as a matter of national importance and requires that 
Councils appropriately manage historic heritage. The current District 
Plan provides protection for identified heritage items through a 
schedule - which categorises each item as either a Group One or 
Group Two heritage item - and an associated chapter containing 
objectives, policies and rules. 

There are 188 individual items listed as heritage in our current District 
Plan. Group One identifies heritage items or streetscapes that are 
of prime importance to the heritage of the city, while Group Two 
identifies items that are individually of importance. Rules in the 
Heritage chapter of the current District Plan for Group 1 heritage 
items protect both the interior and exterior, while the rules for Group 
Two heritage items only protect the exterior. 

While the current District Plan mandates specific provisions for 
signage within the Art Deco Quarter of the CBD, it contains no 
management of the design of new buildings, or alterations to non-
heritage buildings within this heritage precinct. Neither is there 
currently any ability to manage exterior paint colour.
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Key issues and changes
Representation of heritage

The current District Plan protects some heritage, but heritage that 
is not Art Deco is not well represented. Napier City Council has 
engaged experts in heritage and heritage architecture to review 
buildings on the current historic heritage list and determine whether 
their heritage status is still appropriate. They have also worked 
alongside a local heritage advocacy group to identify and research 
further potential heritage items for inclusion in the Draft District Plan. 
The new schedule will significantly increase the variety of heritage 
protected by the District Plan while retaining the locally important 
Art Deco items. 

Changes to heritage categorisation

Heritage items will be identified as either Category One or Category 
Two.

Category One items are recognised as ‘outstanding’ examples of 
heritage, either as part of a streetscape, group or as a standalone 
item. Category Two items will be recognised as ‘significant’. 

Greater level of protection for Category One items

Draft District Plan provisions differ for Category One and Two 
heritage items – both the interior and exterior of Category One 
items are protected, while only the exterior of Category Two items is 
protected (this is similar to our current District Plan). The demolition 
or relocation of Category One heritage items will, however, move 
from being classed as a ‘discretionary activity’ to a ‘non-complying 
activity’ in the Draft District Plan. This is in line with best practice 
across the country, and provides a greater level of protection for 
those heritage items that are ‘outstanding’. As is currently the case, 
resource consent is required for any activity involving the alteration 
(exterior only), relocation or demolition of heritage items for 
Category Two items. 
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Appropriate design for new builds or alterations to non-heritage 
buildings within the Heritage Precinct

The Draft District Plan proposes a new Napier City Heritage Precinct. 
Those wanting to undertake exterior alterations on non-heritage 
buildings, demolish buildings or develop new buildings within the 
precinct will require resource consent. This is in order to ensure the 
unique qualities of Napier’s historic CBD are not adversely affected 
by new development.  Any new telecommunication, power or gas 
connections, as well as air conditioning units, also need to be located 
where they are not visible from the street. A design guide will help 
developers determine what is considered appropriate within this 
precinct.

Appropriate exterior paint colours within the Heritage Precinct

The Draft District Plan proposes a new standard for permitted 
exterior paint colours (a limited range within the British Standard 
Colour Range) and for existing non-painted surfaces to remain 
unpainted. This is to ensure buildings within the precinct are not 
painted in inappropriate colours such as bright blues or yellows, or 
branded in a way that erodes the character and amenity of the local 
environment. 

Appropriate signage within the Heritage Precinct

The Draft District Plan makes changes to the provisions relating to 
signage within the Napier City Heritage Precinct. Signage on veranda 
roofs will not be permitted, and lettering will need to be applied 
directly to the surface of a sign (rather than using  
aluminium composite material (ACM) boards)
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The design guide has also been updated to provide better design 
direction to those designing and installing signage. Please see our 
Signs Discussion Document for more information. 

Non-regulatory heritage protection support

Council is investigating a range of options to reduce the financial cost 
to the building or landowner of protecting historic heritage.

We currently partner with the Art Deco Trust to contribute to and 
administer the Robert McGregor Heritage Fund, available for owners 
of Art Deco buildings who are planning to repaint the exterior of 
their buildings, or undertake minor restoration. Council also provides 
financial support in order to assist businesses with the replacement 
of inappropriate signage.


