draft district plan

Topic summary:

Significant
Natural Areas
KEY OUTCOMES

• Leveraging our heritage

introduction
Although small, our city is home to some special
indigenous vegetation and habitats. You’ll find these
primarily in and around our nationally significant Te
Whanganui-ā-orotu (Ahuriri Estuary), as well as on some
parts of the hills surrounding Napier.
Protecting indigenous vegetation enhances biodiversity and
supports our wellbeing. An area high in biodiversity reflects a healthy
environment that we can all enjoy.
Council recognises that landowners and community groups are
already doing great work to protect and enhance biodiversity in
Napier. Now, we’d like to include provisions in the District Plan to
support this work. We aim to protect some of the more significant
areas of indigenous vegetation, with the understanding that
unmanaged subdivision, earthworks and certain uses on land
containing indigenous vegetation can lead to damage and loss of
biodiversity values.

What do we have that’s worth
protecting?
Napier City Council engaged the University of Waikato’s
Environmental Research Institute to undertake a Napier Significant
Natural Areas Assessment . This is a ‘stocktake’ of our areas of
indigenous vegetation. The assessment also identified areas for
potential ecological restoration and the creation of ecological
corridors so that our flora and fauna can flourish. Mapping of these
areas can be viewed here :
The assessment showed that less than 6% of Napier’s land contains
Significant Natural Areas (SNAs) and that our SNAs are located at 14
separate sites. A further 18 sites, representing 0.2% of our land area,
were assessed as being significant at a local scale. We have called
these Local Significant Areas (LSNAs).
Scientific research indicates that in order to avoid an accelerating rate
of biodiversity loss and local extinctions, any biodiversity depleted
environment should contain at least 10% indigenous habitats.
Therefore, Council adopting an aspirational goal of 10% indigenous
biodiversity coverage across Napier, meeting the minimum goal
laid out for urban areas in the Draft National Policy Statement for
Biodiversity.
To support good biodiversity outcomes and reach our goal, we need
to direct resources towards the legal protection of existing SNAs
and the restoration and reconstruction of missing local ecosystems.
We also need to link our SNAs across Napier to ensure ecosystem
buffering and connectivity, and plan for native plantings on private
land and public reserves.
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What changes are proposed to the District Plan to protect these
areas?
The Draft District Plan proposes (under Rule ECO-R1) that resource
consent will be required for the clearance of indigenous vegetation
within identified SNAs, unless the clearance is:
• Related to the operation, maintenance and upgrade of existing
infrastructure;
• Related to the removal of broken, dead or diseased vegetation;
• To avoid loss of life, injury or serious damage to property;
• Related to the construction of new fences and tracks for
conservation purposes.
Where the clearance of indigenous vegetation within a SNA takes
place on reserve land for Māori customary activities, or to protect
heritage sites, the Draft District Plan proposes the introduction of
new rules (ECO-R2). Under these rules, any removal of indigenous
vegetation within the SNA would require a resource consent unless it
is for:
• The removal of broken, dead or diseased vegetation
• The protection of buildings and people
• The protection of infrastructure and utilities such as power lines
• The enablement of enhanced conservation or public recreation
opportunities

How will the new rules protect biodiversity?
The new rules will require resource consent for the removal of
indigenous vegetation in identified SNAs. This will encourage
landowners to think about whether the removal of vegetation is
absolutely necessary, and will provide an opportunity for Council to
consider whether there are alternatives or mitigations before either
granting or declining a consent.

What if I think there is an error with the mapping or the
ecological assessment?
Please tell us! We recognise that landowners often have in-depth
knowledge of their own properties, and we also know there are many
indigenous biodiversity experts within our community. We welcome
feedback and questions on the values identified in the Napier SNA
assessment and mapping.

What will this mean for my property?
There will be some constraints on those whose properties have been
identified as containing, or being a part of, an SNA. Council will
work with you to help protect our SNAs, as there may be resource
consents required in order to address environmental effects on these
areas. However resource consent will not be required to trim or prune
vegetation if this is to:

Subdivision within an identified SNA would require resource consent
as a Restricted Discretionary Activity under the Draft District Plan
(Rule ECO-R5).

• Remove broken, dead or diseased vegetation

LSNAs, while important, will not be protected under the Draft District
Plan.

• Enable enhanced conservation or public recreation opportunities

• Protect buildings and people
• Protect infrastructure and utilities such as power lines
As part of engagement on the Draft District Plan, we’d like your
feedback on how best to manage the impact of land use on
biodiversity in Napier.
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What support is available to help me look after biodiversity on my
property?

PREDATOR FREE ORGANISATIONS

There are a number of organisations and funds that landowners can
access to assist with looking after biodiversity on their property.

Predator Free Urban Hawke’s Bay – www.predatorfreeuhb.com

BIODIVERSITY HAWKE’S BAY
An organisation established to coordinate and promote biodiversity
projects in Hawke’s Bay. There is a wealth of information on
biodiversity in Hawke’s Bay and details about funding available on
their website - www.biodiversityhb.org

Predator Free Hawke’s Bay - www.pfhb.nz

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
DoC has a range of programmes and information available on pests
and threats to New Zealand’s biodiversity, including support of the
Government’s “Predator Free 2050” target, an ambitious goal to rid
New Zealand of damaging introduced predators. Visit their website
for advice and more information on funding.

NAPIER CITY COUNCIL
Community-based biodiversity projects may be eligible for funding
through the NCC Community Development Grant www.napier.govt.nz/napier/grants/community-development-grant/

HBRC
The Regional Council has a number of biodiversity-related work
programmes:
For info on biodiversity ecosystem restoration prioritisation, please
see:
www.hbrc.govt.nz/environment/biodiversity
Information on local pest animals and how to contact the pest
advisory team can be found here:
www.hbrc.govt.nz/environment/pest-control/animal-pests
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